
 

 

 

 

 
City of Ocean Springs Community Development 

and Planning  
P. O. Box 1800 

Ocean Springs, MS 39566-1800 
228-875-4415 

 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
 

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that the City of Ocean Springs PLANNING COMMISSION 
will hold a public hearing in the Board of Aldermen’s regular meeting place at the City 
Hall located at 1018 Porter Avenue Ocean Springs, MS 39564 on 
 

TUESDAY, September 13, 2022 @ 6:00 P.M.   
 

AN AMENDMENT TO THE UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE FOR THE CITY OF OCEAN 
SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI; AMENDING THE FOLLOWING SECTIONS AND CHAPTERS: 
CHAPTER 3 (ZONING DISTRICTS, BUILDING TYPES AND USES), SECTION 3.7.17 

(SETBACK ENCROACHMENTS), CHAPTER 4 (DEVELOPMENT AND DESIGN 
STANDARDS), SECTION 4.8.2 (SIGHT TRIANGLES), AND CHAPTER 6 (SUPPLEMENTAL 
CONDITIONS FOR SPECIFIC USES), SECTION 6.2.3.J (PERMITTED ACCESSORY USES, 

FENCES) AS THEY RELATE TO FENCE HEIGHT AND MATERIAL. 
 
 
Questions regarding these proposed amendments can be directed to the Planning 
Department prior to the meeting by calling 228-875-4415 or by emailing 
planningadmin@oceansprings-ms.gov.  
 
Written comments related to the above requests will be accepted and may be mailed 
to the City of Ocean Springs Planning Department, Post Office Box 1800, Ocean 
Springs, MS  39566-1800. 
 
At the aforementioned time and place, all parties of interest shall have an opportunity 
to be heard. 
 
Carolyn Martin,  
City of Ocean Springs 
Planning / Grants Administrator  

mailto:amoser@oceansprings-ms.gov
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City of Ocean Springs 

ORDINANCE NO. 2022-xx 

AN AMENDMENT TO THE UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT CODE FOR THE CITY OF 

OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI; TO REVISE CHAPTER 3: SECTION 3.7 RELATED TO 

FENCES AS SETBACK ENCROACHMENTS, CHAPTER 4, SECTION 4.8 RELATED TO 

SIGHT TRIANGLES, AND CHAPTER 6, SECTION 6.2 RELATED TO ACCESSORY 

USES AND STRUCTURES 

WHEREAS, the Unified Development Code for the City of Ocean Springs provides laws 

to govern development within the City; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Ocean Springs currently has a Unified Development Code 

Chapter which regulates the location, height and appearance of fences; and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 3 – Section 3.7 includes regulations on fences that are more 

appropriately included in another section of the Unified Development Code; and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 4 – Section 4.8 regulates impediments to visibility at street 

intersections, among other things; and 

WHEREAS, Chapter 6 – Section 6.2 includes regulations on accessory structures 

including fences; and 

WHEREAS, it is the Mayor and the Board of Aldermen’s intent to improve the functioning 

and appearance of fences that are visible from public streets in all areas of the City; and 

WHEREAS, the Ocean Springs Planning Department published all proper notices as 

required by law; and 

WHEREAS, it is in the best interest of the City of Ocean Springs to revise Chapter 3 

(Zoning Districts, Building Types and Uses), Section 3.7.17 (Setback Encroachments), Chapter 4 

(Development and Design Standards), Section 4.8.2 (Sight Triangles) and Chapter 6 

(Supplemental Conditions for Specific Uses), Section 6.2.3.J (Permitted Accessory Uses, Fences) 

of the City’s Unified Development Code as they relate to fence height and material. 
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NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED BY THE BOARD OF ALDERMEN OF THE 

CITY OF OCEAN SPRINGS, MISSISSIPPI, AS FOLLOWS: 

SECTION 1: The findings, conclusions and statements of fact contained in the foregoing 

preamble are hereby adopted, ratified and incorporated herein. Bold, underlined text is to be 

added, and Bold, struck-through text is to be deleted. Sections are to be renumbered as 

necessary. 
 

 

3.7.17 Setback Encroachments  
The following features may encroach into any required yard: 

I. Fences and Walls; A solid fence or wall may be built on any property line to a 
maximum height of four (4) feet in the required front yard setback and eight (8) feet 
within the required side and rear yards. Permission may be granted for a solid fence 
or wall to a maximum height of eight (8) feet within the required front yard setback, 
provided the following conditions are met: (a) a notarized statement from the 
adjoining property owners (property across public easements or streets shall be 
considered as adjoining) must be filed indicating no objections to this fence; and (b) 
the request along with the notarized statement must be referred to the building 
inspector and the City planner for approval. In incidents where a rear yard abuts a 
front yard(s), a solid wall or fence not exceeding eight (8) feet may be constructed 
within the required rear yard setback except along area where the rear yard directly 
abuts a front yard(s). In these incidents a solid wall or fence may not exceed four (4) 
feet in height unless conditions (a) and (b) are met as specified above. 

 

4.8 FENCES AND SCREENING WALLS 

4.8.2 Sight Triangles 

A. Except as otherwise allowed, no fence, wall, hedge, sign, or other structure or planting more 
than three (3) feet in height above the crown of the street pavement shall be placed or permitted 
on any corner lot within the triangular areas formed by two legs extending thirty (30) feet from 
the projected intersection of the curb lines or edge of pavement lines and a hypotenuse 
connecting the ends of the legs as shown in the Sight Triangles illustration. This provision also 
applies to non-residential and multi-family driveways. 
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B. On any corner lot on which a front and side yard is required, no wall, fence, sign, structure or 
any plant growth, shall obstruct sight lines at elevations over two (2) feet, six (6) inches above 
any portion of the crown of the adjacent roadways. A sight triangle shall be formed by 
measuring back thirty (30) feet from the point of intersection of the right-of-way lines and 
connecting the points so as to establish a sight triangle on the area of the lot adjacent to the 
street intersection. 

 
6.2 ACCESSORY USES AND STRUCTURES  
 

6.2.3 Permitted Accessory Uses 

J. Fences, subject to the following: 

3. The rear lot line fence may be extended along or parallel to the side lot lines up to a 
line extended from the front face of a lawfully permitted principal building, parallel to 
the rear lot line and may cross the side yards and connect to tie into the front face of 
the principal building. 

4. The maximum height for fences located along the front lot line shall be four (4) feet.  
Fences and Walls; A solid fence or wall may be built on any property line to a 
maximum height of four (4) feet in the required front yard setback and eight (8) feet 
within the required side and rear yards. Permission may be granted for a solid fence 
or wall to a maximum height of eight (8) feet within the required front and street 
side yard setback, provided the following conditions are met: (a) a notarized 
statement from the adjoining property owners (property across public easements or 
streets shall be considered as adjoining) must be filed indicating no objections to 
this fence; and (b) the request along with the notarized statements must be 
referred to the Building Official inspector and the City Planner for approval. In 
incidents where a rear yard abuts a front yard(s), a solid wall or fence not exceeding 
eight (8) feet may be constructed within the required rear yard setback except along 
the area where the rear yard directly abuts a front yard(s). In these incidents a solid 
wall or fence may not exceed four (4) feet in height unless conditions (a) and (b) are 
met as specified above. 

 

7. A fence or wall required by law shall not be subject to the height limitations of this 
section. Fence Material: 

i. Within Front Yard and Street Side Yard: Fences and walls shall be constructed of 
any combination of wood posts and planks, wrought iron, decorative metal 
materials, brick, stone, masonry materials, or products designed to resemble 
those materials. Chain link fencing is not allowed. 

ii. Within Rear Yard and Interior Side Yard: Fences and walls may be constructed 
of any combination of wood posts and planks, wrought iron, decorative metal 
materials, chain link, brick, stone, masonry materials, or products designed to 
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resemble these materials. 

iii. Chain link fences along rear yard, street side yard and interior side yard lot 
lines shall extend no closer to the front lot line than the front building line of 
the principal building on the nearest abutting lot or parcel. 

 
13.  Barbed wire fences are prohibited in all zoning districts except the on lots zoned 

M1 district. Barbed wire strands may be used to enclose storage areas or other 
similar industrial or commercial uses where the strands are restricted to the 
uppermost portion of the fence and do not extend lower than a height of six (6) 
feet from the nearest ground level. 

14.  Electric current fences are prohibited in all zoning districts except the on lots 
zoned M1 district. 

 

SECTION 4: Any and all ordinances or parts thereof in conflict or inconsistent with any of 

the terms and provisions of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to such extent as they are so in 

conflict or inconsistent. 

  SECTION 5: It is hereby declared to be the intention of the Board of Aldermen that the actions, 

paragraphs, clauses and phrases of this ordinance, when adopted, are severable, and if any sections, paragraphs, 

clauses, sentences or provisions of this ordinance as adopted shall be declared unconstitutional or otherwise 

invalid, same shall not affect any of the remaining sections, paragraphs, clauses and phrases of this ordinance. 

SECTION 6: This ordinance shall take effect according to all applicable laws and 

ordinances. 

SECTION 7: That, upon adoption, the City Clerk shall cause this Ordinance to be recorded 

in the Book of Ordinances of the City of Ocean Springs, Mississippi 

SECTION 8: The provisions of this Ordinance may be included and incorporated in the 

Code of Ordinances of the City of Ocean Springs, Mississippi, as an addition or amendment 

thereto, and appropriately renumbered to conform with the unified numbering system of the Code. 
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The above Ordinance, having been first reduced to writing, the vote was as follows:  

 Alderman Burgess     

 Alderman Authement     

 Alderman Wade     

 Alderman Papania     

 Alderman Blackman     

 Alderman Impey     

 Alderman Cox     

 

 

BY THE ORDER OF THE MAYOR AND BOARD OF ALDERMEN of the City of 

 

Ocean Springs, Mississippi, on this the  day of  , 2022. 
 

 

 

 
 

MAYOR CITY CLERK 
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